
 
 

 
 

Language Arts Expectations 
 

Rising 1st:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter first grade.  It is recommended that these 
skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in first grade.   
 
Reading: 

● Understands that letters represent sounds (phonics)  
● Knows the short vowel sounds and consonant sounds in isolation 
● Identifies the beginning, middle and ending sounds in words (consonant-vowel-consonant, i.e. bag, beg, pig, 

mop, sun) 
● Identifies rhyming words  
● Reads consonant-vowel-consonant words 
● Reads all Kindergarten-level sight words (I, can, the, we, see, like, go, to, my, have, play, is, here, it, look, 

you, for, are, by, and, he, she, from, on, of, love, do, this, little, what, said, was, why, how, when, with) 
● Reads a variety of on grade-level books, including fiction and nonfiction 
● Retells the important events, characters, and settings of stories read aloud 

Writing: 

● Illustrates and labels a picture 
● Writes a simple, complete sentence (i.e. The 

cat sat on the mat.) 
● Writes first and last name correctly using 

capital and lowercase letters  
● Phonetically spells consonant-vowel-

consonant words  

Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Forms all uppercase and lowercase letters 
correctly 

● Writes legibly and neatly 
● Spaces words appropriately 

 
 
Rising 2nd:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter second grade.  It is recommended that 
these skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in second grade.   

Reading: 

● Reads a variety of on grade-level books including fiction and nonfiction, with appropriate pace, accuracy, 
expression, and understanding 

● Reads a minimum of 10 minutes independently on a daily basis  
● Applies phonetic and spelling rules acquired to unfamiliar words 

Writing: 

● Organizes thoughts into complete sentences with age appropriate writing mechanics 

Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Expresses complete thoughts using correct capitalization, punctuation, spelling and grammar 
● Forms all upper and lower case letters correctly 
● Writes legibly and neatly 

 



 
 

 
 
Rising 3rd:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter third grade.  It is recommended that these 
skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in third grade.  
 
Reading: 

● Reads a variety on grade-level chapter books, including fiction and non-fiction, with appropriate pace, 
accuracy, expression and understanding 

● Reads a minimum of 15 minutes independently on a daily basis 
● Sequences the events in a story (puts the main events in order) 
● Applies phonetic and spelling rules to unfamiliar words 

 
Writing: 

● Organizes specific thoughts, putting events and ideas into clear, complete sentences that are written in a 
logical sequence  

● Writes with a purpose, grouping sentences together to form a paragraph using a main idea with a few details  
 
Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Forms all upper and lower case letters correctly 
● Writes legibly and neatly 
● Expresses complete thoughts using correct capitalization and punctuation 
● Understands declarative, interrogative, imperative and exclamatory sentences  
● Understands basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives) 
● Uses commas to separate single words in a series 
● Uses apostrophes in contractions and to show ownership 
● Applies learned spelling patterns 
● Possesses basic dictionary skills 

 
Rising 4th:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter fourth grade.  It is recommended that these 
skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in fourth grade.  
 
Reading: 
 

● Reads a minimum of 20 minutes independently on a daily basis 
● Has decoding skills needed to easily read single syllable words, and to analyze and break down longer 

words in their parts 
● Reads grade-level material aloud fluently, using prosody to convey expression and punctuation with 

appropriate pacing 
● Has a solid reading comprehension for a variety of text structures, including fiction, nonfiction, fantasy, and 

poetry 
● For expository text, identifies the main idea and supporting details, distinguishes between fact vs. opinion, 

and answers factual questions 
● For literary text, identifies themes, recognizes character traits, and retells story events in sequence. Monitors 

comprehension using background knowledge 
● For both fact-based and literary text, summarizes the information read, identify cause-effect, makes 

predictions, compares and contrasts information, and makes connections to their own lives from information 
found in the text 

● Reads independently for a sustained time and summarize/retells what was read Recognizes new words 
using phonics skills, prior knowledge, and context clues to develop an understanding of synonyms, 
antonyms, and multiple-meaning words. 

● Uses proper letter formation and spacing 
● Spells third grade level words accurately in written assignments 



 
 

 
 
Writing: 

● Writes stories, how-to texts, friendly letters, opinion pieces, and persuasive essays 
● Develops drafts by categorizing ideas and organizing them into paragraphs 
● For expository writing, produces a solid paragraph with a topic sentence, details, and conclusion 
● Organizes narrative stories with a clear sequence of events, details, transitional words, a plot or story line, 

and a conclusion 
● Uses prewriting, drafting, and revising strategies in developing written products 

 
Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Applies correct capitalization while writing letters, sentences, titles, and proper nouns 
● Applies correct punctuation while writing and editing commas in a series, apostrophes in singular 

possessives, contractions, and dates 
● Writes paragraphs with well-developed sentences that are grammatically correct and correctly structured 
● Divides sentences into complete subject/predicate and identify simple subject and predicate (noun/verb) 

 
Rising 5th:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter fifth grade.  It is recommended that these 
skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in fifth grade.  
 
Reading: 

● Reads independently daily   
● Reads and comprehends grade-level material aloud fluently, using prosody to convey expression and 

punctuation with appropriate pacing 
● Demonstrates ability to use context-clues to understand unfamiliar words and phrases in all texts   
● Analyzes and evaluates common literary devices within novels, tall tales, and poetry  
● Analyzes plot progression and character development within all texts 
● Possesses ability to participate in class discussions, group work, and debates which address a variety of 

themes and topics  
 
Writing: 

● Applies the writing process to produce well-constructed and fluent narrative, thesis-based, opinion, and 
reflective essays  

● Can express cohesive, original thoughts sequenced accurately in logical sentences  
● Demonstrates reading comprehension by creating three diverse book reports throughout the year  

 
Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Demonstrates writing legibly in print and cursive  
● Accurately includes grade-level conventions, word choice, ideas, organization, voice, and sentence fluency 

within all writing pieces   
● Writes organized paragraphs with well-developed sentences that are grammatically correct and correctly 

structured  
● Uses parts of speech correctly  
● Uses correct subject/verb and pronoun/antecedent agreement  
● Produces complete simple, compound, and complex declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory 

sentences  
● Uses commas in contractions, with quotation marks, to separate single words in a series, and before a 

coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence  
● Spells grade-level words correctly and consults reference materials to check spelling  
● Chooses words, phrases, and punctuation for effect and to convey ideas precisely  

 



 
 

 
 
Rising 6th:  Students should possess the following skills when they enter sixth grade.  It is recommended that these 
skills be reinforced throughout the summer in order to ensure a smooth and successful start in sixth grade.  
 
Reading: 

● Reads independently daily  
● Reads and comprehends a variety of grade-level material  
● Analyzes a variety of texts and demonstrates the ability to: draw inferences, identify literary devices, analyze 

plot and character progression, symbolism, and themes  
● Integrates prior knowledge or outside sources to draw parallels between concepts  
● Possesses ability to participate in class discussions, group work, and debates which address a variety of 

themes and topics  
 
Writing: 

● Applies the writing process to produce well-organized and fluent narrative, thesis-based, opinion, creative, 
and reflective essays  

● Demonstrates ability to accurately cite a text within a writing piece  
● Integrates a variety of literary devices within writing pieces  
● Demonstrates reading comprehension by creating three diverse book reports throughout the year  

 
Mechanics of Writing and Grammar: 

● Demonstrates writing legibly in print and cursive  
● Efficiently types, and accurately includes grade-level conventions, word choice, ideas, organization, voice, 

and sentence fluency within all writing pieces   
● Writes organized paragraphs with well-developed sentences that are grammatically correct and correctly 

structured  
● Identifies and analyzes further layers of the eight parts of speech 
● Recognizes prepositional phrases and diagrams sentences appropriately  
● Uses correct tenses, subject/verb and pronoun agreements, conjunctions,  and punctuation in writing  
● Spells words correctly and references materials to check spelling  

 
 
 
 
 


